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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

The Lakes South Morang College offers a personalised curriculum designed around the needs of all students. We aim 

not only to differentiate what we teach, but also how we teach, recognising that students have different preferred learning 

styles. Each year, every student in Years 7–10 chooses from a range of goals targeted to improve their learning. They 

work on these with their parents’ help. 

Teachers cater for individual differences, with a variety of learning activities designed to challenge the gifted and 

encourage those who need support. Outside the classroom, students can choose from the extensive range of co-curricular 

activities that will enable them to enrich their personal learning. 

In the early secondary years, our main focus is on students making the successful transition to secondary school. The 

core element in the curriculum for Years 7–9 reflects our belief that all students need to learn from each of the Learning 

Areas. 

In Year 8 and Year 9, we are concerned with ensuring that our students acquire the work habits that lead to deep learning 

and engagement. 

New programs are introduced at Year 9 to meet the challenge of maximising student engagement. In Year 9 they 

undertake electives in Arts, Technology and PE Health subjects.  After Year 9, students choose programs to suit the 

courses and pathways they hope to follow, keeping their options open for as long as possible. 

In Year 10 and VCE, the focus shifts to acquiring the outcomes that will lead to a successful transition to the next stage 

of education. Students continue their core study areas and choose further electives. Selected students are also able to 

study a VCE subject, based on the selection criteria and availability. We encourage our able students to start VCE in 

Year 10 and to undertake a VCE Unit 3&4 sequence while in Year 11.  

The Lakes South Morang College offers a range of VCE and VCAL subjects. Students selecting VCE subjects receive 

assistance to ensure that subject choices leave as many options as possible open in terms of tertiary and further education 

while our VCAL students are guided to explore a future employment opportunity. 

Our school offers VCE subjects leading to careers in the Science, Engineering and Medical fields, in Business, 

Humanities, Health and Physical Education and in the Performing Arts while our VCAL offerings support trade and 

industry pathways.  

For students who wish to study a Vocational Education and Training (VET) subject, arrangements will be made with 

other associated institutions. 

 

 

Kerrie Heenan PSM 

Principal 

The Lakes South Morang College 
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SENIOR SCHOOL AT  

THE LAKES SOUTH MORANG COLLEGE 

SUBJECTS WE OFFER 

Whilst we offer all of the subjects on the selection sheet and described in this handbook, if there are insufficient students 

who select the same subject, then the class may not run. This is at the discretion of the school and you will be notified 

immediately if this is to occur.  The school will always endeavor to find alternative arrangements especially in Years 11 

and 12 for students to undertake the subjects they wish to study. Options such as Distance Education will be looked at 

to source the best possible program for your child. The best possible pathway for your student is our number 1 priority. 

 

VCE, VET & VCAL 

The Lakes South Morang College will aim to cater for all students by offering an array of VCE, VET and VCAL options 

in Year 10, 11 and 12 of schooling. Whilst we may not be able to offer ever subject that is available in the VCE, the 

school will endeavor: 

- To run subjects that are linked and have a stream 

- To offer an array of subjects to cater for all learning styles and types 

- To find alternative arrangements where possible to ensure students at our school are not disadvantaged by 

completing their secondary school studies at our school 

- Ensure that correct course counselling is given and if we can not offer a program that suits your child, ensure 

we find another educational setting that will meet your child’s needs 

 

NOTE – Further information on these 3 areas are detailed more extensively later in this booklet. 

 

BLOCKING 

Subjects in senior school program are selected in blocks. There are a total of 6 blocks on the selection sheet. You need 

to select differently in these blocks depending on what year you are in. 

 

Year 10 

- Students will select an English and a Maths subject which will run for the entire year 

- If a student selects a VCE or VET subject, this will run for the entire year. Entry is at the discretion of the school 

and is based on academic performance and staff subject judgement. 

- In all other blocks, students are to select 2 subjects. Each of these will run for one semester 

- Year 10 subjects are a lead in to the subjects we offer at Year 11 and give students vital knowledge and learning 

to successfully complete the subject in Year 11 & 12 

- For consistency, most subjects are named the same at Year 10 as they are named at Year 11  

 

Year 11 (VCE) 

- Students must select an English subject 

- Students must select the 5 other subjects they wish to undertake 

- Students are allowed to undertake a VET subject as a part of their VCE program (this counts as one of their 

subject choices) 

-  

Year 11 & 12 (VCAL) 

- Students must select all of the VCAL subjects 

- They are to select one VCE subject  

- They are to select one VET subject (in an area of future interest for occupation) 

 

Year 12 (VCE) 

- Students are to select 5 subjects in total 

- Students must select an English subject 
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- It is advisable that students continue with their strongest 4 other subjects from Year 11 

- Students are allowed to change one subject at Year 12 subject if they have not done it in Year 11 but this will 

only occur after a discussion with the school course counsellor 

 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS 

Senior students make a valuable contribution to The Lakes South Morang College by leading by example. There are 

high expectations of behaviour, attitude, work habits, attendance and uniform. It is expected that Senior students display 

a fine sense of responsibility, care and initiative in all aspects of their school life. While students must remain in 

education, training or employment until the age of 17, Senior students are, for the most part, enrolled voluntarily and in 

subjects of their own choosing. Work at school should be treated in an adult manner, as personal initiative is the way to 

success.  

 

ATTENDANCE 

Students are required to have a 90% attendance record at school in each subject to successfully pass any Year 10,11 or 

12 subject. This includes any approved absence. There are different requirements on parents/ guardians in relation to 

length and type of absence that a student undertakes. Please note below: 

- If a student is to be away for only a single day then the parent is required to contact the office to have this 

marked as an approved absence 

- If a student is away for multiple days in a row, then a medical certificate is required to be given to the school 

for this to be seen as an approved absence 

- If a student is going away on a family holiday, it is expected that the parent/ guardian will notify the school 

prior to the absence and that work for completion will be organized. 

 

Students must not leave the school grounds during the school day without prior written permission from parents and with 

the approval of the Student Manager or Principal class, who will issue an early leaver’s pass where appropriate. This 

includes students leaving the school to do studies at another educational setting as a part of their educational program.  

 

The Department of Education identifies the following as acceptable Medical Certificates or certificates in lieu:  a 

Certificate issued by a registered doctor, dentist, physiotherapist, chiropractor, osteopath, optometrist or psychologist 

who is a member (or eligible for membership) of the board of the Clinical Branch of the Australian Psychological 

Society; a patient declaration statement from a medical clinic will not be accepted as a medical certificate. 

 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 

Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning that at the senior secondary level: 

- identifies opportunities for further learning 

- describes student achievement 

- articulates and maintains standards 

- provides the basis for the award of a certificate 

 

As part of VCE studies, assessment activities enable: 

- the demonstration of the achievement of an outcome or set of outcomes 

- judgment and reporting of a level of achievement on a task or collection of tasks for School-assessed 

Coursework, School-assessed Tasks, Externally-assessed Tasks or examinations 

Monitoring the results of VCE assessment also provides feedback, which informs curriculum implementation, 

assessment design and curriculum review. 

In each VCE study, teachers and schools determine the assessment tasks to be used at Units 1 and 2. In Units 3 and 4, 

specified assessment tasks are set. 

At the Units 3 and 4 level of a VCE study, School-assessed Coursework, School-assessed Tasks, Externally-assessed 

Tasks and examinations provide assessment results that are used in the calculation of a student’s study score. 

The key principles underpinning all VCE assessment practice ensure that the assessment instruments enable judgments 

to be made about demonstration of the outcomes and levels of achievement fairly, in a balanced way and without adverse 

effects on the curriculum or for the education system. 
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Assessment should be acceptable to stakeholders – including students, schools, government and the community. The 

system for assessing the progress and achievement of students must be accessible, effective, equitable, reasonable and 

transparent. 

RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE COMPLETION OF SACS & SATS 

AUTHENTICATION: 

- A student must ensure that all unacknowledged work submitted for assessment is genuinely his/her own. 

- A student must acknowledge all resources used, including: 

 text, websites and source material 

 The name/s and status of any person/s that provided assistance and the type of assistance provided. 

- A student must not receive undue assistance from any other person in the preparation and submission of work. 

Acceptable levels of assistance include: 

 the incorporation of ideas or material derived from other sources (for example, by reading, viewing or 

note taking), but which has been transformed by the student and used in a new context 

 Prompting and general advice from another person or source which leads to refinements and/or self-

correction. 

Unacceptable forms of assistance include: 

 use of, or copying of, another person’s work or other resources without acknowledgment 

 corrections or improvements made or dictated by another person 

- A student must not submit the same piece of work for assessment in more than one study. 

- A student who knowingly assists other students in a breach of rules may be penalised. 

- A student must sign an authentication record for work done outside class at the time of submitting the completed 

task. This declaration states that all unacknowledged work is the student’s own. 

- Where a SAC/SAT is not completed entirely within class time, students must ensure that these authentication 

requirements are satisfied. Failure to meet these will result in the non-assessment of the task; 

 

ON THE DAY OF A SAC OR SAT (assessment day for a subject or exam) 

- If a student is absent due to a medical concern, he / she is required to obtain a medical certificate dated on the 

day of the absence in order to be eligible for a scored assessment.  

- Failure to obtain an appropriately dated medical certificate for an absence from a SAC or SAT will result only 

in a S or N result with no scored assessment. 

- If a student has been absent when a SAC/SAT was held in class, the SAC/SAT will be scheduled for redemption 

within one week. The redemption must occur within the week of the student’s return to school. A medical 

certificate dated on the day of the absence must be presented in order for the assessment to be awarded a numeric 

score. 

SCHEDULING ASSESSMENT TASKS 

- Students will be advised of the date for the completion of an assessment task(s) in advance; at least one week 

prior to the scheduled assessment. 

- All School Assessed Coursework (SAC) assessments and School Assessed Tasks (SAT) must be completed in 

line with the directions issued by the class teacher.  These directions will identify clearly the due dates of such 

assessments, the nature and length of the task to be undertaken, and any other special requirements; 

- For each assessment task students should be provided with the 

 type of assessment task and date for completion 

 time allowed for the task 

 allocation of marks 

 nature of any materials they can utilize when completing the task 

 opportunity to demonstrate the highest level of performance  

- An extension for a SAC/SAT task can only be granted before the due date and where there is sufficient 

documented evidence of a significant medical issue having impacted on the completion of the task.  An 

‘Application for an Extension’ must be completed and submitted to the Sub-School Leader before the due date 

of the task; 

- The late submission of SAC/SAT work, beyond the time and date set by the classroom teacher, will result in 

the work being assessed for an “S” or “N” only, where an extension has not been granted.  The work will receive 

a “NA” (Non-assessed) and NO numeric score or grade; 
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- Technical or computer failure will not be accepted as a reason for the granting of an extension.  In line with the 

VCAA requirements, it is the student’s responsibility to ensure that sufficient backups and hardcopies of their 

work are maintained to avoid any “loss” of work.  Similarly, printing difficulties are not grounds for the granting 

of an extension; 

RESCHEDULING ASSESSMENT TASKS 

- Students are required to obtain a Medical Certificate for an absence from an assessment task due to illness. (See 

section above re Attendance requirements)  

- If a student has been absent when a SAC/SAT was held in class, SAC/SAT redemption must occur on the 

following Thursday between 3.30 pm and 5pm (ie within one week of the student’s return to school) at the PD 

Room. Please see your teacher on return to school to arrange this SAC redemption and check your email and 

the Compass portal for the scheduled time. All incomplete SACs will be returned after one week and students 

will not qualify for a graded assessment. 

- Students are given three attempts to complete a SAC/SAT task. Failure to be present for SAC redemption will 

forfeit an attempt. 

- Where a student is absent for an assessment task, the teacher will complete the SAC/SAT redemption form 

available from the Senior School Office and submit this with the assessment task for completion by the student. 

- If a student is absent from the rescheduled date, the Senior School Coordinators will make contact with 

parents/guardians. 

- SAC Restoration Coversheet – 2020 must be included for each student 

- Leave individual student SACs in blue tub in Senior School Office. 

- Instruct Year 11 & 12 students to attend the next available timed session on either the Thursday or Monday (if 

applicable).  Appointment must be made with STS prior to attending a session. If students are unable to complete 

outstanding SACs within the scheduled timed assessment sessions they will be required to attend the next after 

school SAC assessment session from 3:20 pm to 4:40pm.  

- Completed SACs will be pigeon holed in main staff room.  
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SAC COMPLETION CONDITIONS 

- Students must bring their own writing equipment, erasers, ruler, etc. These must be carried and stored in a clear 

plastic pocket. 

- Pencil cases and bags are not to be brought to SAC assessments. 

- Any material supplied by the teacher will be date stamped or signed prior to distribution unless the 

documentation is in the form of an answer sheet or booklet. 

- Students must not have access to mobile phones, Ipods or other types of music or communication devices during 

SAC / SATs. All communication devices must be placed at the front of the room or submitted to the supervising 

member of staff. 

- A student must not communicate, verbally or non-verbally with another student while the SAC/SAT is being 

conducted. 

- A student must not begin to write or mark his/her paper or response material in any way, or use a calculator, 

until advised by the supervising teacher that writing may commence. 

- A student is to raise his or her hand if he or she wishes to communicate with a supervising teacher. 

- The VCAA approves students bringing bottled water into a room with the following conditions: 

 The water is in a clear plastic bottle (no label) 

 The bottle has a secure lid 

 The capacity of the bottle is no more than 1500 ml 

 The water bottle must not be placed on the desk at any time 

 Water bottles must be not re-filled during the examination 

 Water bottles must not be shared between students 

 

WHEN A STUDENT DOES NOT MEET THEIR OBLIGATIONS 

The school has a responsibility to ensure that all students abide by the rules set by the VCAA for the conduct of 

VCE/VCAL courses and their assessments. The school rules must also be followed by all students. When there is a 

breach, or suspected breach, of rules regarding School-assessed Coursework or School-assessed Tasks this should be 

discussed immediately with the Senior School Leader. An investigation of the situation will be undertaken in accordance 

with the VCAA requirements and appropriate penalties will be applied where necessary. The Principal will be involved 

in all dealings with the student where a significant breach of the rules has occurred. 

SACS & SATS COMPLETED OUTSIDE OF CLASS TIME 

AUTHENTICATION 

Students are required to ensure that all unacknowledged work submitted for assessment is genuinely his/her own. For 

School-Assessed Coursework and School-Assessed Tasks (SAC/SAT) completed out of class, teachers will monitor and 

record the progress of each student through to completion. In order to ensure authentication, students work and its 

development is regularly sighted, with records kept of each of the sightings. 

Students are required to complete the following document(s) as part of the Authentication process for School-assessed 

course work or school-assessed tasks completed outside of class time and submit to their teacher(s) with the assessment 

task. 

1. Authentication record for School-assessed Coursework 

2. Authentication Record for School-assessed Tasks 

[Documents available from classroom teachers] 

RETURN OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

Teaching staff will return assessed SACs/ SATs to students at the completion of each unit, Units 1 and 2 respectively.  

SACs and SATs may contain written annotations, including mark allocations. Teaching staff will distribute feedback to 

each student in a timely manner following the completion of each assessment task; giving consideration to cross marking 

and moderation processes. 

The feedback will identify the relevant key performance descriptors and provide each student with a guide to the level 

of performance typically demonstrated within each range on the assessment task/s.  Performance descriptors provide 
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holistic statements of achievement developed from the outcome statement and its key knowledge and key skills, as 

specified in the study design. They provide guidance for the marking of assessment tasks. 

 

YEAR 10 
YEAR 10 at THE LAKES SOUTH MORANG COLLEGE 

The Lakes South Morang College begins its Senior School Program from Year 10.  The Year 10 curriculum program is 

aligned with VCE subject blocking – six subjects per semester, and classes run for 5 sessions per week for each subject.  

English and Mathematics are compulsory for all Year 10 students for the whole year. A student during their course 

counselling sessions will be recommended for either an Advanced, General or Foundation level of these areas of study, 

subject to their results in the current school year. Other Year 10 Subjects are Semester based subjects. All students are 

required to select one Science subject, but may select more if they wish. In Year 10 and in Year 11 students fill all six 

subject blocks, and in Year 12 a minimum of five subject blocks are filled.  

Year 10 students are able to enrol in VET/VCE courses subject to the area of study teacher’s recommendation and the 

student academic performance. This will be conducted and scheduled in conjunction with the Student Course 

Counselling program that will be run for each student at the school at the start of term 3 this year. For most Year 10 

students enrolment in VET/VCE subjects is limited to ONE per year, however exceptions will be made for students 

whose academic progress is seen to benefit from more than one subject. 

While Year 10 is timetabled in a similar fashion to VCE subjects, its primary function is to stand as the first year of a 3 

year senior school program. No student is disadvantaged from attaining any qualification because they completed Year 

10 subjects only during their Year 10 year. Outcomes for Year 10 are awarded as S or N, but are graded as A - E, as a 

percentage, or as per rubric assessment. Year 10 subjects have an exam / formal assessment, and the required attendance 

is 90% to satisfactorily pass the subject. This is in line with VCE requirements. 

Year 10 Student Course Counselling is essential, and is run on a one on one basis with the student by a senior member 

of staff from The Lakes South Morang College. Year 10 subjects are described in the “Senior School Handbook” on the 

following pages.  
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YEAR 10 – THE LAKES – SUBJECT SELECTION 

STUDENT NAME:_____________________________________ 

BLOCK STRAND/ SUBJECT OFFERING IN EACH BLOCK 

 ENGLISH MATHS SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY HAPE HUMANITIES ARTS 

1  MATHEMATICA

L METHODS 

(ADVANCED) 

PSYCHOLOGY FOOD STUDIES OUTDOOR & 

ENVIRONMENT

AL SCIENCE 

 DRAMA   

 2 ENGLISH FOUNDATION 

MATHEMATICS 

BIOLOGY SYSTEMS 

ENGINEERING 

(ELECTRONICS 

& ROBOTICS)  

 LEGAL 

STUDIES  

 

VCE DANCE 

3 

 

ADVANCED 

ENGLISH 

GENERAL 

MATHEMATICS 

CHEMISTRY PRODUCT 

DESIGN & 

TECHNOLOGY - 

WOODWORK 

 EXTENDED 

INVESTIGATIO

N 

MEDIA 

4 ENGLISH GENERAL 

MATHEMATICS 

ENVIRONMENT

AL 

SCIENCE 

 PE 

VCE PE  

AUSTRALIAN 

HISTORY 

DANCE 

5 FOUNDATIO

N ENGLISH 

  PHYSICS  HEALTH & 

HUMAN 

DEVELOPMENT 

BUSINESS 

MANAGEMENT 

VET MUSIC 

INDUSTRY 

 

RULES FOR SELECTION  

- English and Maths are the only subjects that run for a full year. 

- Advanced and Foundation classes are nominated by staff and based on mid year results. This is a recommendation only. 

- You will do a total of 8 subjects for the year, unless you are in a VCE or VET class 

- In one block you must select an English subject, this will be the only selection in this block. 

- In one block you must select a Maths subject, this will be the only selection in this block. 

- In all other blocks you must select 2 subjects (you will do 1 in first semester and 1 in second semester). 

- You must select at least one science subject. 

- Only students who are recommended for a VCE or VET class by their teacher, based on their results, will be accepted into these programs.  

NB.  

- SUBJECTS MAY NOT RUN IF THERE ARE INSUFFICIENT NUMBERS OF STUDENTS WHO SELECT A PARTICULAR SUBJECT IN A BLOCK  

- Students who wish to undertake LOTE subjects can do so via VSL  
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Subjects on offer grouped by Curriculum Area for Year 10 in 2020 

DOMAIN SUBJECTS OFFERED Page Number 
ENGLISH Extension English 

English 

Foundation English 

11 

11 

11 

MATHEMATICS Mathematical Methods (Advanced Maths) 

General Mathematics 

Foundation Mathematics 

12 

12 

12 

SCIENCE Chemistry 

Physics 

Biology 

Psychology 

Environmental Science 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

TECHNOLOGY Product Design & Technology – Woodwork 

Food Studies 

Systems Engineering (Electronics & Robotics)  

14 

14 

14 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION VCE Physical Education 

Physical Education 

Health & Human Development  

Outdoor & Environmental Studies 

15 

15 

15 

15 

HUMANITIES Legal Studies 

Business Management 

Modern World History 

Extended Investigation 

16 

16 

16 

16 

ARTS VCE Dance 

VET Music Industry  

Media Studies 

Drama 

Dance 

17 

17 

17 

17 

27 

 

NOTE – If a student wishes to undertake a language subject, they are encouraged to do so via VSL (This can be arranged with the help of the school)
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YEAR 10 SUBJECT DESCRIPTIONS 

ENGLISH 
 

EXTENSION ENGLISH 

Extension English reflects student’s passion for language and literature. It focuses on how the English Language is used 

to create meaning in written, spoken and multimodal texts of varying complexity. Literary texts selected for study are 

drawn from the past and present, from Australia and from other cultures. Other texts are selected for analysis and 

presentation of arguments. Students create a variety of complex texts demonstrating a critical and artistic understanding 

of literary devices and how they contribute to meaningful works. Students will study two written texts, a film and engage 

with a variety of formats related to contemporary issues. 
 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- 2 texts - $40 

- 1 excursion - $30 

- ‘Wordflyers’ online literacy program – $20 

Note: Entry into this subject will be by recommendation only 
 

ENGLISH  

Year 10 English is designed to prepare students for the challenge of VCE. Understanding the styles, structures, language 

features, images and vocabulary of complex texts allows students to assess the qualities of written, spoken and 

multimodal communication. Using this knowledge students are able to justify their own interpretations and develop 

their own style in order to express complex ideas clearly. Students will study two written texts, a film and engage with 

a variety of formats related to contemporary issues. 
 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- 2 text - $40 

- 1 excursion - $30 

- ‘Wordflyers’ online literacy program – $20 
 

FOUNDATION ENGLISH  

Foundation English focuses on how language is used to communicate through written, spoken and multimodal texts of 

varying levels of difficulty. This unit of study is intended to meet the needs of students with a wide range of expectations 

and aspirations. This may include students who require a more vocationally oriented approach to English. Students 

develop and justify their own interpretations of texts using and analyzing different language styles. 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- 1 text - $20 

- 1 excursion - $30 

- ‘Wordflyers’ online literacy program – $20 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

MATHEMATICAL METHODS (ADVANCED MATHS) 

In Year 10 Mathematical Methods, students enhance mathematical skills and techniques and contains varied approaches 

to problem solving. Students will apply techniques in rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, geometric 

constructions, algebraic manipulation, graphs and differentiation with and without the use of technology. There will be 

an emphasis on algebraic manipulations and graphing techniques – essential skills leading into VCE Mathematical 

Methods or building a strong foundation for VCE General Mathematics. Core topics include: measurement, linear and 

quadratic equations and graphs, factorising, circle geometry, probability, trigonometry and calculus.  

 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $200 TI – Nspire CAS calculators (for Years10-12) 

- $80 Year 10 Textbook 

 

Note: Entry into this subject will be by recommendation only 

 

GENERAL MATHEMATICS 

In Year 10 General Mathematics, students enhance mathematical skills and techniques and contains varied approaches 

to problem solving. Students will develop their logical thinking and use of mathematical strategies around these topics 

through working on questions and problems as well as relevant investigative projects. This is the continuation of a 

pathway towards VCE General Mathematics in Year 11 and Further Mathematics in Year 12. There will be an emphasis 

on using algebraic expressions and graphing these expressions, statistics, probability, measurement, geometry and 

financial mathematics. 

 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $200 TI – Nspire CAS calculators (for Years10-12) 

- $80 Year 10 Textbook 

 

FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS  

In Year 10 Foundation Mathematics, students will continue to develop their mathematical understanding and applying 

these skills to practical mathematical contexts. Students will use a combination of Maths resources for their own 

individualised learning program along with theme based tasks that relate mathematics to everyday situations. The 

mathematics that most people need to know and use in their daily life is developed and practiced. This unit is suitable 

for those who are looking to undertake VCAL Numeracy at Year 11. 

 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $65- $70 per student for Maths Pathways 

- Scientific Calculator (from Year 7-9) 

- Protractor, Ruler 

- Headphones for iPad 
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SCIENCE 
 

BIOLOGY 

In Biology, students will further explore the reasons and theories of why there is such a diversity of life on Earth. They will 

apply geological timescales to elaborate their explanations of both natural selection and the theory of evolution. They will 

explore the role of DNA and its importance in our understanding of biological processes. Students will develop an 

understanding of cellular division and its connection to genetic inheritance. They will further their understanding of cell 

division by exploring mutations and conditions which are genetically inherited. 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $20 Consumables Charge 

- $20 - $30 Excursion 
 

CHEMISTRY 

In Chemistry, students will further explore and be able to explain elements, compounds and molecules at the atomic level. 

They will understand the ways in which molecular substances bond together and be able to explain the difference between 

ionic and covalent bonds. They will further investigate how the structure of molecules can influence their properties. Through 

a range of experiments, students will explore and categorise the different types of reactions. They will investigate the 

commonalities and differences between combustion, decomposition, precipitation and synthesis reactions. They will also 

explore reactions and relationships between acids and metals. 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $30 Consumables Charge 

- $20 - $30 Excursion 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

In Environmental Science, students examine the Earth and analysing how the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and 

lithosphere interact. Students consider human and natural changes as they undertake investigations in the local environment. 

They analyse how biological systems function and respond to external changes and how human actions can impact on these. 

Students will conduct a number of practical and observational experiments that will develop their knowledge and skills in 

data collation, organisation and presentation. 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $20 Consumables Charge 

- $20 - $30 Excursion 

PHYSICS 

Students undertaking Physics will gain an appreciation that this natural science aims to explain phenomena in the physical 

world and is a dynamic and fluid science that changes with our developing understanding. Students will investigate theories 

surrounding the origin of our universe commonly known as “The Big Bang”. They will observe and experiment with the 

motion of everyday objects and the interactions between known forces. They will apply their understanding of physical laws 

by predicting and modelling these interactions. Students will be introduced to the Laws of Thermodynamics and develop an 

understanding of the role of heat transfers in energy transformations and the overall efficiency of mechanical systems.    

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $30 Consumables Charge 

- $20 - $30 Excursion 

PSYCHOLOGY 

Psychology is the study of human thoughts, feelings and behaviour. The discipline of psychology embraces all aspects of the 

human experience — from the functions of the brain to the environments in which humans and other animals develop; from 

child development to ageing. Students explore what psychologists do and all the different fields that psychologists work in 

including, health, sports, forensic and clinical. Students will begin to investigate sleep and dreams, learning and memory, 

social psychology and positive psychology. Through using Research Method skills, students will conduct ethically considered 

investigations and report their findings.  
 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions:   

- iPad (essential) 

- Textbook -$50 
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TECHNOLOGY 
 

PRODUCT DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY - WOODWORK 

In Product Design and Technology, students will engage in research to analyse an existing product, they will design and 

develop a prototype encapsulating improvement to a product. During the redesign stage of the product, students will 

focus on improvements to the function, aesthetic and ease of production of the product. Students will consider 

environmental, social and financial costs that can be improved upon. They will discuss the reasons behind the 

improvements they have designed, focusing on concepts such as styling, durability, environmental factors at both 

production and disposal, and improvements to the cost of production. Students will use a variety of skills and production 

methods to produce an example of their product. 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $100 dependent of task selected 

 

FOOD STUDIES 

Students will build on prior knowledge and continue to develop skills in design and production by producing a variety 

of savoury and sweet dishes. They will begin to have an understanding of the functions of ingredients in a dish. Students 

will investigate and evaluate issues to do with food and its role in food preparation and presentation. They will also learn 

and practice food preservation techniques used in the food industry. Students will develop, follow, produce and evaluate 

their own design briefs and they will have opportunities to develop their own dishes that meet specific standards. By the 

end of this course, students will be ready to undertake Units 1 and 2 in Food Studies.  

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $65 for food consumables 

 

SYSTEMS ENGINEERING (ELECTORINCS & ROBOTICS) 

You will further develop your knowledge of electronic, electrical and mechanical components, and learn how to solve 

problems in DC circuits. You will build from scratch general electronics projects of your choice, such as intercom, 

walkie talkie, home alarms, solar powered vehicles, radios, FM listening transmitter devices, various manually 

controlled vehicles, sirens, amplifiers etc. ‘Yenka Electronics’ software will be used for project schematic diagram 

simulations. In Robotics you will 3D print the parts, program and make from scratch (remotely-controlled) robots, which 

include PICAXE, Arduino and PLC microchips that are rapidly being introduced into industry and education. This 

course leads to VCE Systems Engineering and nationally recognised VET/SBA Certificates II & III in 

Electrotechnology, such as UEE22261/UEE30811 Electrician (pre)apprenticeships. 

 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $100  for various consumable electronic components for projects 
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

VCE PHYSICAL EDUCATION (UNIT 1 & 2) 

In this subject, students explore how the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work together to produce 

movement. Through sport students look at how the systems adapt and adjust to the demands of the activity. Students 

investigate the role and function of the main structures in each system and how they respond to physical activity. They 

explore how the capacity and functioning of each system acts as an enabler or barrier to movement and participation in 

physical activity. Students also look at sport in society and the benefits of participation.  

 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $60 text book 

- $40 excursions 

 

Note: Entry into this subject will be by recommendation only 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Students will participate in sports, games and activities which will require them to learn new skills or adapt previously 

learnt skills in a new context. They will examine the human structure and function and skill acquisition principles that 

can be applied in physical activity and sport. They explore language associated to biomechanics and use this knowledge 

to explore and explain physical activities opportunities provided throughout a variety of measures. Through an 

involvement in a variety of practical activities, students investigate and analyse locomotive movement patterns. They 

develop a broad understanding of fitness components, methods to develop these areas and principles athletes use to 

develop their capabilities in their sport. 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $50 

 

HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

Human Development will provide students with the opportunity to develop a broad view of health and wellbeing. It will 

incorporate physical, social, emotional, mental and spiritual dimensions. Students will also explore the biological, 

sociocultural and environmental factors. They will examine how health and wellbeing may be influenced across the 

lifespan by the conditions into which people are born, grow, live, work and age. Students will also develop an 

understanding of the Australian healthcare system and explore the importance of health in society.  

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $50 

 

OUTDOOR & ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES  

The aim of Outdoor and Environmental Studies is to offer students enjoyable challenges in outdoor activities and 

journeys. These subjects are comprised of practical work and theory. Students will develop the practical skills needed 

for safe, enjoyable, and adventurous outdoor travel and will develop understanding and appreciation of the natural 

environment. Students cultivate an appreciation of natural history and the culture of natural environments whilst working 

to develop basic skills in planning and implementing outdoor activities and lightweight journeys.   

 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- $200 for excursions and camps 
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HUMANITIES 
 

LEGAL STUDIES 

Legal studies will provide students with the opportunity to investigate the range of complex laws made by both 

parliament and the courts that exist to protect the rights and freedoms of individuals and groups. Students will investigate 

the difference between criminal and civil law as well as the process through which laws are created. It will also examine 

the processes involved when someone breaks the law and how a society deals with law breakers.  Students will explore 

current issues being discussed in the media and how they themselves can create positive changes to laws and the legal 

system. Students learn the system of voting, including who has the right to vote and how to vote.  

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- Excursion cost of $20 - $30 

 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

In Business Management students will explore the nature of innovation and discuss how businesses seek to create and 

maintain a competitive advantage in the market. Students will evaluate Australia’s place in an ever changing global 

market. Students will analyse how and why the workplace is changing and discuss the impact this has for individuals, 

businesses and the broader economy. Students identify economic and business trends, explain relationships and make 

predictions about the consequences of economic and business decisions. 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- Excursion cost of $20 - $30  

 

MODERN WORLD HISTORY 

In History, students will investigate different wartime experiences through a study of the Second World War. This will 

include a study of the causes, events, outcomes and broader impact of the conflict in world history. An examination of 

the conflict in Europe and the Pacific will be undertaken. The impact this conflict had on Australians at home and abroad 

will also be explored.  

Students will analyse information from a range of primary and secondary sources to identify motivations, values and 

attitudes. When evaluating these sources, they will analyse and draw conclusions, allowing them to develop and justify 

their own interpretations of the past. 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- Excursion cost of $20 - $30 

 

EXTENDED INVESTIGATION 

Extended Investigation is designed to enable students to construct a rigorous, searching research question and to conduct 

research. The research question can come from any discipline area. Students undertake independent research and 

consider research ethics, relevant selected literature, conventions of academic writing including referencing systems and 

acknowledging sources. Critical thinking is a foundation of the study.  

 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- Excursion cost of (to be advised) 
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ARTS 
 

VCE DANCE 

In this subject, students explore the potential of the body as an instrument of expression. They learn about and develop 

physical skills needed for good dance technique. Students discover the diversity of expressive movement by exploring 

how choreographers use processes such as documenting and analysing movement, culminating in choreographing and 

performing their own pieces. Knowledge of physiology, including care and maintenance of the body, is applied to the 

execution of movements through the safe application of physical skills. Students are also introduced to dance traditions, 

styles and works from indigenous cultures or other culturally specific dance through to the works of ballet 

choreographers, modern dance, early musical theatre/film choreography and the work of tap/jazz or street performers. 
 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- A live performance excursion between $40 - $50 
 

VET MUSIC INDUSTRY (Performance) 

Certificate III in Music provides students with music industry knowledge, practical knowledge of copyright and how to 

follow health, safety and security procedures important to the music industry. Students can choose subjects which 

explore the development of skills in music composition, maintenance and repair of audio equipment, set up of lighting 

and using multimedia to create and record musical works. Completion of Certificate III in Music prepares students for 

work in the music industry in areas such as performance, critical listening, music management and music promotions. 

With additional training and experience, potential employment outcomes may include band member, song writer, 

composer, arranger, copier, promoter, teacher and/or instrumentalist. 
 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- Cost for enrolment in the TAFE to complete this certificate (to be advised) 

- A live performance excursion between $40 - $50 
 

MEDIA STUDIES 

Students will develop an understanding of audiences and the core concepts underpinning the construction of 

representations and meaning in different media forms. Students will examine the codes, conventions and story elements 

involved in creating a specific genre. Students will study a variety of films in substantial detail during the unit. Story 

elements include script writing, plot development, structure of time, character development and cause and effect. 

Production elements include lighting, location, acting, cinematography, sound, mis-en-scene and lighting. Costs/ Texts/  

DRAMA 

Students will devise, rehearse and design various performances incorporating the use of Dramatic elements, stagecraft 

and non-naturalistic performance. Students will study the works of naturalistic and non-naturalistic performances and 

analyse these works in the form of written work. Students will receive various stimuli and together devise their own 

performance; writing scripts, creating props and sets. Students will gain skills in acting and staging in relation to a range 

of performance styles. Students will also be required to self- assess their work and keep a Drama Diary. The subject 

aims to develop performance skills and research skills preparing students for VCE Drama 

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- A live performance excursion between $40 - $50 
 

DANCE 

Students will develop an ability to create complex choreography that communicates a theme, story or idea. They will 

use the elements of dance and choreographic devices to help communicate their ideas. Students will learn technique and 

choreography from a variety of styles and have an opportunity to perform in a showcase. Students will analyse a 

professional dance piece identifying the use of the elements of dance, choreographic devices and production elements 

to communicate expressive intention.  

Costs/ Texts/ Excursions: 

- A live performance excursion between $40 - $50 


