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The Lakes South Morang College Newsletter
The Lakes South Morang College respectfully acknowledges that
beneath the significant River Red Gums that feature across our school's
landscape lay the traditional lands of the Wurundjeri -Willam
people of the Kulin Nation.
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The Lakes South Morang College pledges to provide an environment
that has zero tolerance to child abuse and strive to work in
partnership with our parents/carers and community members
to keep our students safe every day, in every way.

Hello Lakes families,
Welcome to another edition of The Lakes newsletter, and what an
eventful fortnight it has been. Over the last few weeks we have
completed

Year

12

exams,

celebrated

Year

12

graduation,

completed Year 11 exams, completed Year 10 exams, held Year
9/10 city experience activities, learnt survival skills with the Year 10
Outdoor Education class, visited the W hittlesea Tech School with

Year 9, hosted the Year 3/4 Ace Hi camp, visited the Melbourne
Museum with Year 1’s and have held prep transition events.
In amongst all of these amazing student activities, Bill was also
formally recognised and

congratulated by the

Department

of

Education for his ongoing contribution to the education sector in the
NorthEast Melbourne area. A big congratulations to Bill from our
whole school community. Lakes Legend!

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST
• ATAR & How it is
calculated
• Managing School Anxiety
• Keeping your child safe
online at home
• Student Dress Code
policy at The Lakes
• Mobile Phone policy
at The Lakes

Since our last Principal update, the College ’s strategic plan for 2023
-2026 has been finalised and submitted to the Department of
Education. Over the next four years our College is committed to:
optimising learning growth; optimising student wellbeing; and,
optimising community partnerships. To achieve these goals, the
college will be working with its community to: set and maintain high
expectations;

explore

avenues

for

ongoing

and

constructive

feedback; ensure that each learner has I clear and targeted
educational pathway plan; and, explore an exploit the opportunities
available to our community through being a P -12 school.

Secondary Campus
80 Jardier Terrace, South
Morang 3752
(03) 9401 3919
Primary Campus
275 Gordons Road, South
Morang 3752
(03) 9400 9000
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PRINCIPAL REPORT

Preparations for 2023 are well underway, and you will have received
numerous communications via Sentral. Book lists, fee schedules,
BYOD updates, and specific level updates have been provided to
families via email, with further links and information available on our
website. The College has recently been informed by our uniform
supplier, Northern Regional Uniforms (APlus Schoolwear), will be
moving to a larger premises at Unit 3, 30 Heaths Court, Mill Park. Due
to this move, the Uniform shop will be closed from 10 th December
2022 until 9 th January 2023.

With only 14 school days left (remembering that December 2nd is a
curriculum day and December 19 & 20 are pupil -free days), there are
many things to look forward to. In the next few weeks we will have the

Year 1 dinner, Year 2 sleep over, Night Under the Stars, Song -DanceArt and Drama performances, Prep farm excursion, Year 7 orientation
day, Year 6 graduation, and, our inaugural awards evening.

Thank-you
Bonnie

STUDENT PERSPECTIVE
SCHOOL CAPTAIN REPORT
X AV I E R , T A N I A & P R A R T H A N A P R I M A R Y C A P T A I N S

SCA N O R P RE SS
PLA Y TO WA TC H
THIS WEEK’S VIDEO:

MANAGING SCHOOL ANXIETY
WELLBEING TEAM

School anxiety can be an issue for some children. Age- and developmental separation from parents (which usually begins
in infancy and typically resolves around kindergarten age) can be prolonged or more difficult for some. Seeing your child
experience school anxiety can be difficult, however, in most instances children respond quickly and positively when their
anxiety subsides and they settle into their school day.
Strategies that might be useful if your child experiences school anxiety include:
•

Morning rituals involving a specific place where you say “See you later” to your child. (“See you later” is often received
better than “Goodbye”.)

•

Make sure that your child has met up with a friend or is engaged in some kind of activity before you leave.

•

Give your child a hug or kiss and let them know that you will pick them up after school (or tell them who will). Try to be on
time and meet in a predetermined location.

•

Remain calm, matter-of-fact and do not linger. Once you have said “See you later” it is important that you leave rather
than prolonging the farewell.

•

Never sneak away without saying “See you later” - this has the potential to increase anxiety.

•

Allow your child to bring something belonging to you to school, such as a note or a piece of fabric with your perfume /
aftershave on it.

•

Reflect on the positive things that occur throughout the school day. Discuss these the following morning on your way to
school.

•

Try to manage your own emotions, children are very perceptive to their parent/carers levels of distress.

For more tips please visit: https://www.heysigmund.com/how-to-deal-with-school-anxiety-no-more-distressing-goodbyes/
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TECH ZONE
KEEPING YOUR CHILD SAFE
ONLINE AT HOME
Many devices or programs we use come with some
sort of risk being connected to the internet. To keep
you and your family safe online at home there are a
number of tools that you can use. These are
commonly referred to as Parental Guidance tools
and in most cases these options already are on your
devices, you just don ’t know it. See below for some
options of how you can protect your child at home.

Parental Controls

Wifi Routers may also have a number of

Parental controls are software tools that

options inbuilt to help support. From time

allow you to monitor and limit what your

limits to website blocking, the bonus of

child sees and does online.

having network wide restrictions is that
anyone that connects to your network can
have your predetermined set of ‘rules’

They can be set up to do things like:

applied.

•

Block your child from accessing

Game Consoles are almost in every home

specific websites, apps or functions

which also have a number of Parent Control

(like using a device’s camera, or the

security options. These are device specific

ability to buy things).

but a quick search online can help.

Filter different kinds of content —

Child-friendly search engines aim to

such as ‘adult’ or sexual content,

exclude inappropriate sites and material

content that may promote self-harm,

from search results, while making sure

eating disorders, violence, drugs,

content relevant to the search is provided.

•

gambling, racism and terrorism.

•

Whilst no parental tool is 100% effective,

Allow you to monitor your child’s

implementing some of these measures can

use of connected devices, with

help in giving you piece of mind and build

reports on the sites they visit and the

good online habits.

apps they use, how often and for

how long.

•

Set time limits, blocking access
after a set time.

While you can download external software
to assist in this, most Apple (OSX Parental
Control) and Microsoft (Microsoft Family)
products come with tools pre installed on
the device.

For more information
please visit www.esafety.vic.gov.au
for more resources

POLICY SPOTLIGHT

STUDENT DRESS CODE
http://www.thelakes.edu.au/uploads/8/3/9/0/83901006/student_dress_code_policy_2022.pdf
The Student Dress Code aims to:
•

foster a sense of community and belonging and encourages students to develop pride in their appearance

•

support The Lakes commitment to ensuring that our students feel equal and are dressed safely and
appropriately for College activities

•

reduce student competition on the basis of clothing

•

enhance the profile and identity of the College and its students within the wider community.

The College Council has developed a dress code that we believe provides a range of choices for students and
is cost effective for families. Students are expected to comply with this Student Dress Code while traveling to
and from school, during school hours and when attending College activities.
Uniform items can be purchased from A-plus uniforms retail outlet located at 21/8 Oleander Drive South
Morang. Hours of operation are Monday to Thursday 9.00 -5.00, Friday 9.00- 3.00 and Saturday 9.00-12.00.
https://www.aplusschoolwear.com.au/Default.aspx
Please contact the College W ellbeing team to discuss support that we may be able to provide to families
experiencing difficulty meeting uniform costs, including information about eligibility for uniform support through
State Schools Relief.

Policies are available to all families via the the Sentral Portal (under Resources)
or via our website http://www.thelakes.edu.au/policies --reports.html
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PRIMARY CAMPUS AWARDS

LEARNER OF THE WEEK
Prep A

Prep B

Aariv S

Aashi V

1A

1B

Harbir S

Charlotte MT

2A

2B

Selena V

Pyper C

3A

3B

The whole Year 3 Cohort—Campers and non-campers
4A

4B

4C

Hayley J

Jackson C

Ethen S

5A

5B

5C

Cade S

Noah G

Ethan Z

6A

6B

6C

Jay P

Allen S

Melbourne T

LIFESTYLE AWARDS
Sports

Music

Art

Prep

Mason B

Martin R

Zach L

Year 1

Lovya D

Xander M

Charlotte S

Year 2

FatehS

Alexis T

Isaac A

Year 3

Isaiah W

All Year 3’s

Kyle W

Year 4

Grace T

Hollie F

Maddison B

Year 5

Isabel V

Milly R

Ramneet P

Year 6

Leo L

Luca A

Mannat R

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
WHAT IS ATAR & HOW IS IT CALCULATED?
GEORGE LEARNING SPECIALIST (MATHEMATICS)

One of VCE’s big mysteries is
how the magical ATAR is
calculated. Here’s a brief
overview of what is done.

AGGREGATE SCORE BEFORE ATAR
The word “aggregate” means something that is formed by several
parts. For example, a cake is an aggregate because it is made
from flour, milk, sugar etc.
The Aggregate Score is calculated by adding the Scaled Study
Scores of English, the next three highest Scaled Study Scores and
10% of a fifth and sixth Study Score where applicable.

WHAT IS THE ATAR?
The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) is a number that

Scaled
Study
Score

ranks students according to their academic performance in VCE.

English

Mathematical
Methods

Business
Management

Psychology

Physics

Philosophy

32

43

41

39

37

25

It is used by universities in their selection process.
Aggregate Score
It is a number up to 99.95 with increments of 0.05 that represents
a student’s rank within Victoria.
For example, if you score 99.95, this is akin to being in the top
0.05% of Victoria. Likewise, an ATAR score of 80.00 is indicative

= English + Top 3 Subjects + 10% of 5th and 6th subjects
=

32

+ 43 + 41 + 39

+ 3.7 + 2.5

= 161.2

of being in the top 20%.

THEN WHAT’S A STUDY SCORE?

FINALLY, ATAR IS CALCULATED FROM
THE AGGREGATE SCORE
The ATAR score comes directly from the aggregate score.

The Study Score is value out of 50 which ranks a student's

All students aggregate scores are placed on a scale from lowest

performance for a particular VCE (Victorian Certificate of

to highest and this is used to determine the percentiles. With each

Education) subject. Completed year 12 subjects are each given a

year’s esults VTAC (Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre) provides

Study Score which are then used to calculate the ATAR.

a table which shows the relationship between the two numbers. An
example of such a table from a few years ago can be seen below.

SCALED STUDY SCORE
ATAR

Aggregate Score

proportion. For example, if you scale up someone’s wage, you are

99.90

208.98

increasing the amount that the person receives.

95.00

173.89

You may have heard of certain subjects being “scaled.” This is

91.00

162.57

when a number is either added to or deducted from a Study Score.

90.00

160.27

80.00

142.29

The word “scale” means to adjust a number by a certain amount or

It is used to make all VCE subjects comparable in terms of the
study score, regardless of some subjects being more difficult than
others.
Scaling was introduced so that there is a level playing field and
students can pick subjects they are interested in without worrying
about how it will affect their ATAR.

In that particular year an Aggregate Score of 161.2 would be the
equivalent to an ATAR of approximately 90.50.
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WHAT’S ON @ THE LAKES
Breakfast Club on Both Campuses
Every Tuesday & Thursday - 8.15am
(Except for the first week and last week of the term)

NOVEMBER:
Tuesday 29th

2023 Prep Transition #4

Monday 28th—
Year 11 2023 Step Up Week
Thursday 1st Dec

DECEMBER:
Year 2 Sleepover
Thursday 1st

Year 1 Dinner
Last day for Year 10’s

Friday 2nd

Curriculum Day

Wednesday 7th

Night Under the Stars - Primary Campus

Friday 9th

Last Day for Year 9’s

Monday 12th

Year 7 / 8 Funfields
2023 Year 7 State Wide Orientation Day

Tuesday 13th

Prep Edendale Farm Excursion
Team Dream Performance @ 2:30pm

Wednesday 14th

Thursday 15th

Friday 16th

Year 6 Graduation
Whole School Awards Night
by Invitation Only

Last Day of the Year

PREP 2023
Have you enrolled for Prep for 2023?
We are currently in the process of accepting new
enrolments for 2023. We advise all existing families
and community members who may be interested in
attending our school, to submit enrolment forms as
soon as possible.

1:15pm finish

STAY UP TO DATE WITH COLLEGE EVENTS,
ACTIVITIES AND UPDATES THROUGH OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE.
https://www.facebook.com/
TheLakesSouthMorangP9School

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
ATTENDANCE - EVERY
DAY COUNTS

STUDENTS LEAVING
AT THE END OF 2022

If you are aware that your child will not be at-

If your child / children are not returning to the Lakes in

tending school due to illness or other circum-

2023, please ensure that you have notified either the

stances, please ensure that you contact either

Primary Campus office or the Secondary Campus office

office to ensure our attendance records are ac-

ASAP.

curate. W ays of communicating absences include:

NO HAT - NO PLAY

•

Calling the office;

•

Sending an SMS on 0427 226 537;

Term 1 and Term 4 on the Primary Campus. It has to

•

Placing a future Absence Request
through the Parent SENTRAL Portal.

be a school wide-brim hat (with the school logo),

We will be enforcing our ‘No Hat, No Play’ policy in

which is available at the uniform shop.

As required by the Department of Education, all
schools must notify parents informing that their

child is absent. Please inform the office of absences before 10:00 am each morning.

STAY CONNECTED
The Sentral Parent Portal is the primary method for
home-school communications at The Lakes.
We are excited to say that most families have access
to the Parent Portal. The portal allows students and

parents\carers to keep up to date with important
information and communication. This includes student
academic reports, parent-teacher interview bookings
and permission for students to attend camps, sport and
excursions.
The Student and Parent
Portal can be accessed at
school, from home and from
mobile devices.
If you are experiencing any

issues with Sentral, please
contact either office to
assist you.

9

Sentral Portal

Book Now for Primary Tours on

Book Now for Secondary Tours on

9404 9000

9401 3919

for individual 2023 School Tours

for individual 2023 School Tours
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

We are always looking to
build new or foster current
connections within our

community!
Please call Karen on 9404 900 to
discuss further, if you have a service or
upcoming event you would like to
promote through our Newsletter.

To thrive, children need a safe and supportive environment at school, at home and in the
broader community; no exceptions. At The Lakes South Morang College, we believe
meeting the physical and emotional needs of our students is paramount in laying the
foundations for a fulfilling future. W e pledge to provide an environment that has zero
tolerance to child abuse and will strive to work in partnership with our parents and
community members to keep our students safe every day, in every way.
The Lakes South Morang College Child Safety Statement

PRIMARY CAMPUS: Telephone: 9404 9000



275 Gordons Road South Morang 3752

SECONDARY CAMPUS: Telephone: 9401 3919  80 Jardier Terrace South Morang 3752
ABN 52 938 171 499



PO Box 207 South Morang 3752



lakes.south.morang.co@education.vic.gov.au

