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PRINCIPAL WELCOME 
MARCUS ABNEY -HASTINGS  
PRIMARY CAMPUS PRINCIPAL  

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL  
FOR THE START OF TERM 3!  

A warm and friendly welcome back to all our families to start Term 3. Term 3 is a very 

important term for schools. In fact, I would consider it the time where students can make 

the most learning progress as their confidence continues to grow, school routines are 

well established, and we are still well away from the energy and excitement of the end  

of the year.  

Along with our focus and commitment to high levels of academic achievement and 

personal development, we have a jam-packed calendar of events and activities this term. 

During busy terms like this, it is vital to stay informed by reading the newsletter, reading 

emails and logging into Sentral regularly. It is also a great idea to keep a family calendar 

with all of the important things listed on it. Why not encourage your child to do this as 

well? They could even use the calendar function on an iPad or another form of 

technology. This would be great preparation for secondary school when there are even 

more dates to remember such as homework and assignments from at least seven 

different teachers! 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 
IN THIS ISSUE: 

• School Council Raffle 

• Year 6 SRC Reflection  

• Sports Highlights  

• Family Math Game  

• Supervision Policy at The Lakes  

• NAPLAN Changes explained  

• Important Dates this term 
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LOTS OF EXCURSIONS & EVENTS –  SENTRAL PERMISSIONS  

This is a reminder that we need your support in finalising permissions and payments  

to any events, excursions or activities by the date issued on the excursion form. 

Excursions and incursions certainly offer our students rich and engaging learning 

opportunities, but they are also a significant load for our staff to organise and run.  

Making sure you have completed the permissions via SENTRAL allows time for staff to 

make final checks on numbers and print out all the required paperwork and handbooks. 

These include the emergency contact details of those that attend so that in the case of 

an emergency we can ensure we have everything we need. These handbooks are 

printed and distributed to all staff attending and a copy is also left at the school office. 

Our staff need to complete this on the day before the event to minimise all the other 

requirements needed to do on the day itself.  

This process will be strictly enforced. We will be unable to make telephone calls home 

after the date to follow up any missing permissions. If you are having trouble accessing 

Sentral, need a hard copy of a permission form or require support to make a payment 

please let the office team know. We do not want any students to miss out on these 

opportunities and will do everything to support you prior to the day to ensure that 

everything is organized as it should be.  
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DATES TO REMEMBER  

• 1st and 2nd August – Whole School Production – Primary students will be divided up across the 2 nights (A-K 

Tuesday 1st August, L-Z Wednesday 2nd August). Student drop off is a 5.30pm for a 6pm start at Plenty Rangers Arts 

& Convention Centre, 35 Ferres Blvd, South Morang. The Parent/Carer Fundraising Committee will be running a raffle 

on the night. More information about this will be sent out to families. 

• 3rd August – Curriculum Day – on this pupil free day our staff will be working on how we teach numeracy across the 

school and, developing student agency and well-round and resilient learners. 

 

GETTING TO SCHOOL ON TIME!  

As I walk around our school each morning, I often see many students arriving late. This year we introduced a slightly earlier 

bell with the aim being to provide students the opportunity to enter their classroom, say hello to their teachers and get 

organised for the day which starts at 9am sharp. We need all students to arrive no later than 8.55am so that we can 

maximise our learning each day. Arriving at 9am when the second bell goes is late. You would be amazed at the effect of 

even a few minutes late each day can have over a longer time frame.  

 

BREAKFAST CLUB!  

A small change with Breakfast Club this semester with it now running on a Wednesday morning from 8.15am-8.45am. We 

look forward to seeing as many students as possible having a piece of toast, some fruit or a glass of milk during this time. 

 

FACILITY UPGRADES!  

It was wonderful to come back after the break to see several improvements across both campuses.  

 

On the Primary Campus, the Prep and Year 1 space have been recarpeted.  

This is the first step in improving spaces across the campus, with the Year 2/3 space next to be carpeted and toilets to be 

refurbished and upgraded over the next 12 months. Outdoor spaces will also be upgraded over the next 12 months to give 

our school a sense of pride. On our Secondary Campus, new carpet, walls in classrooms and furniture was purchased to 

uplift spaces and make areas more learner friendly. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Marcus 



 

SCHOOL COUNCIL RAFFLE  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

We are writing to inform you about an exciting initiative organised by the School Council 

Fundraising Committee that will greatly enhance the outdoor spaces at both our primary  

and secondary campuses.  

 

We are thrilled to announce that we will be hosting a fundraising raffle both nights of the 

school production. This raffle will raise funds for the installation of picnic benches and 

landscaping in our school grounds. The main objective behind this initiative is to provide our 

students with enjoyable places to socialise outside and have their lunch, while also creating  

a more vibrant and aesthetically pleasing environment. We strongly believe that providing 

students with comfortable and inviting outdoor spaces is crucial for their social development 

and well-being. These enhancements will create more opportunities for students to interact, 

relax, and enjoy nature during lunch breaks and free periods.   

 

In order for us to achieve our goal and make these improvements, we need your support with 

purchasing raffle tickets. Tickets will be available to purchase on the night of the production. 

We will be selling them for $1 per ticket. The raffle will be drawn during the intermission break 

on both nights, so make sure you get in early to purchase your tickets.  

 

Thank you in advance for your generosity and commitment to our school’s growth and 

improvement.  

 

Furthermore, if you would like to assist with the organisation of future fundraising events please 

contact Amanda Farrelly, School Council President at amanda.farrelly@education.vic.gov.au  

We would love to increase our parent/carer involvement in this new and exciting Fundraising 

Committee.    

 

Warm Regards,  

Parent/Carer Fundraising Committee  

mailto:amanda.farrelly@education.vic.gov.au


Families this week in Years 

3,5,7 and 9 would have received 

an email outlining changes to 

NAPLAN testing for 2023.  
 

Student achievement in NAPLAN is reported using 

proficiency standards for each assessment area at 

each year level. New proficiency standards with 4 

levels of achievement will replace the previous 10-band 

structure and the old national minimum standard set in 

2008. 

The standards are set at a challenging but reasonable 

expectation of what students know and can do at the time 

of testing. There are 4 proficiency levels:  

• Exceeding: the student’s result exceeds 

expectations at the time of testing.  

• Strong: the student’s result meets challenging but 

reasonable expectations at the time of testing.  

• Developing: the student’s result indicates that they 

are working towards expectations at the time of 

testing. 

• Needs additional support: the student’s result 

indicates that they are not achieving the learning 

outcomes that are expected at the time of testing. 

They are likely to need additional support to 

progress satisfactorily. 
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The proficiency level descriptions describe some of the 

skills and understandings students can generally 

demonstrate at the time of testing. The aim of the 

descriptions is not to describe each individual student, 

but to provide a fair summary of typical skills and 

understandings for a student at the level. 

It is important to note that individual students may 

demonstrate different skills or understandings depending 

on which parts of the tests they performed more strongly 

in. Students whose results fall near the top of a 

proficiency level will be able to demonstrate more of the 

skills, or more complex understanding. Students whose 

results fall near the lower end of a level will be able to 

demonstrate fewer of the skills, or less complex 

understanding.   

For national reporting, 2023 will mark the start of a new 

time series, now that all students are online, the tests 

are adaptive, and are being held in March instead of May. 

Results from 2023 onwards will not be directly 

comparable with results from 2008 to 2022. 

NAPLAN SCALE—NEW IS NOT COMPARABLE TO OLD  

Both scales go from 0 to 1000 (from Year 3 to Year 9) but that is where the similarity ends 



 

LEARNING AT HOME  

FAMILY MATHS - STRIKE IT OUT 
Age 5 and up! 

 

The aim of the game: 

The player who stops their opponent from being able to go wins the game. 

  

How to play: 

Start by drawing a number line from 0 to 20 like this: 

 

 

 

The first player chooses a number on the line and crosses it out. The same player then chooses a 

second number and crosses that out too. Finally, he or she circles the sum or difference of the two 

numbers and writes down the calculation. 

For example, the first player's go could look like this: 

 

The second player must start by crossing off the number that player 1 has just circled. He or she then 

chooses another number to cross out and then circles a third number which is the sum or difference of 

the two crossed-off numbers. Player 2 also writes down their calculation. 

For example, once the second player has had a turn, the game could look like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

Play continues in this way with each player starting with the number that has just been circled. 

Once a number has been used in a calculation, it cannot be used again. 

 

The game ends when one player cannot make a calculation. The other player is the winner. 

It's your turn! 
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PRIMARY CAMPUS AWARDS  

Prep A 

Wael J 

Prep B 

Antony P 

Prep C 

Luke D 

1A 

Rhyder T 

1B 

Noah Y  

2A 

Ariyah C 

2B 

Kairo A  

3A 

Aubrey H 

3B 

Hadi C  

4A 

Eve T 

4B 

James H  

5A 

Angad S 

5B 

Pheonix T 

5C 

Tristan L 

6A 

Kiara T 

6B 

Mia C 

6C 

 

LEARNER OF THE WEEK 

 Sport Art STEM 

Prep Emily N Mia C Ivy L 

Year 1 Mackenzie T Makayla Q Channy N 

Year 2 Tida K Elise V Jasmine B 

Year 3 Siena C Axel T Rayan H 

Year 4 Fletcher U Kyle W Kayden S 

Year 5 Tinaye C Daniel E Jacob D 

Year 6 Zak J Noah Biz Annika M 

LIFESTYLE AWARDS 



YARD DUTY AND SUPERVISION  
Policy—http://www.thelakes.edu.au/uploads/8/3/9/0/83901006/

yard_duty_and_supervision_policy_2022.pdf  

 

Before and after school The Lakes South Morang College ’s grounds are 

supervised by College staff from 8:45am until 3:30pm. Outside of these hours, 

College staff will not be available to supervise students.  

 

The areas that are supervised before and after school include:  

Primary Campus: Gordon ’s Road and The Lakes Boulevard entrances.  

Secondary Campus: Gordon ’s Road and Jardier Terrace entrances.  

Policies are available to all families via the the Sentral Portal (under Resources)  

or via our website http://www.thelakes.edu.au/policies --reports.html   

Families will be encouraged to contact Camp Australia 1300 105 343,  

or via http://www.thelakes.edu.au/out-of-hours-care.html for more 

information about the before and after school care facilities available  

to our Primary Campus community.  

 

POLICY SPOTLIGHT  
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STUDENT PERSPECTIVE  

STUDENT REFLECTION 
HANAN & MIA YEAR 6 SRC 

Hi everyone, it ’s Hanan and Mia, your Year 6 SRC students! We ’ve started Term 3 with 

a bang by having lots of production rehearsals for our Annual Production, “Bring It On!”. 

We’re excited to show the parents what we ’ve been learning in Dance and creating our 

costumes. We also had an SRC meeting where we talked about buying some more 

classroom resources for students to use, we ’re hoping we can purchase some bean 

bags for our quiet spaces in our classrooms. In the next few weeks, we should hopefully 

have some photos.... Stay tuned and keep warm!  

5/6 BOYS NETBALL & GIRLS AFL 
KIARA T,  OLIVIA V & JAHMIN S YEAR 6  

GIRLS AFL  

Last Friday the 14th of July, a group of lucky year 5’s and 6’s that were on the 

footy team got to go to Marymede for a day to compete against other schools in 

Interschool sport. Everyone was excited and ready to play from all the training we 

had beforehand. We got the opportunity to play 6 matches and we all had fun 

playing football and for some people trying a new sport. We lost 3 matches and 

won 3 matches and placed 4th out of 6 teams. We may not have come back with 

a flag or first place but we did have fun playing with our friends and got to try a 

different experience and everyone came back happy that we represented our 

school. Hopefully the year 5’s will try out for the football team again next year 

because they had a really good time and for the year 6’s it was a fun thing to do 

for our last year of primary! All of us were glad that we got the opportunity to play 

and we will definitely try out for more sports in the future.  

 

Overall scores: 

A team = 4th overall 

6 games in total = Lost 3 games and won 3 games 

 

 

BOYS NETBALL  

Last Friday I was a part of the boy’s netball team representing our school The 

Lakes. The games were played at Marymede and we played against other schools 

like Edgars Creek and Harvest Home. It was a full day of netball with everyone 

having fun. We made it to the grand final but unfortunately we lost.  

It was a great day!  

 

Overall scores: 

A team – runners up, 2nd place  

4 games in total = 2 wins and a draw, loss in grand final  



 

SOCIAL SCENE  
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KISS AND DROP ZONE  

Safety at The Lakes South Morang College is of utmost importance, 

please note with this in mind there will be some changes to our Kiss 

& Drop Zone in the morning on the Primary Campus.  

 
As of the start of Term 3, parents/carers will not be able to access the staff carpark to drop students off. The 

Kiss & Drop Zone will now be via the slip lane on Lakes Boulevard (See below photo) and students can enter 

through the single gates near the SDS buildings. Students can still access the single gate on Gordons Road as 

normal but the double gates in the carpark will remain closed as of this date.  

As of 8:30 am and from 2.30pm the Staff Carpark will be locked. There are numerous car -parking areas all 

within walking distance, we recommend using the carparks in front of the school, at Coles or at The South 

Morang Football Oval which is a short 2-5 minute walk to the school. Please remember to use the official 

crossings on Lakes Boulevard or the two on Gordon ’s Road when crossing the road.  

Our Kiss & Drop Zone works well when we follow the rules. It is an effective and efficient way of dropping off in 

the morning. There are a few steps we need to follow to make this work:  

1. Two-minute parking between 8:00 – 9:00 am and then again between 3:00 – 4:00pm.  

2. Move forward so that other cars can park safely.  

3. Stay in your car to let your child out.  

4. Always let your child in & out from the passenger side – never the driver ’s side.  

5. If there are no places to park, go around again until a park is available.  

6. Use other long-term parking that is within a short walking distance to the school.  

7. Be patient & observant.  

8. Safety before convenience.  

 

We urge you to teach your children great care when exiting from or entering your vehicle when you deliver or 

pick them up.  





Book Now for Primary Tours on 

9404 9000  
for individual 2023 School Tours 

Book Now for Secondary Tours on 

9401 3919  
for individual 2023 School Tours 
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Breakfast Club on Both Campuses  

Every Wednesday -  8.15am-8.45am 
 
(Except for the first week and last week of the term) 

JULY: 

Every Tuesday  

(July 11th - Aug 29th) 
Year 1, 2 and 3 Swimming 

Tuesday 25th Year 5 NGV Excursion 

 Year 6 Physics Incursion 

Wednesday 26th Year 9 Big Sister Incursion 

Monday 31st Primary Division: Netball 

AUGUST: 
Tuesday 1st & 

Wednesday 2nd 
Whole School Production 

Wednesday 3rd Curriculum Day 

Wednesday 9th 100 days of Prep celebrations 

 Year 3 Democracy and Me Incursion 

 Year 7 Basketball 

Thursday 10th Year 10 Re-purpose It Excursion 

Friday 11th Year 4 Museum Excursion 

Tuesday 15th Year 10 La Trobe Uni Excursion 

Wednesday 16th Science Week Activities 

Thursday 17th Year 10 Love Bites Program 

 Year 7, 8, VCAL World Skills Expo 
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THE LAKES COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 
PRIMARY & SECONDARY CAMPUSES  

 

Your feedback is valued. 

Please use the following 

link to provide our College 

Council and Leadership 

Team with feedback to help 

make The Lakes a positive 

learning community for all.   

Book Week Dress Up Day  
Wednesday 23rd August 

More information to come 

Book Fair on Primary 
22nd - 29th August 
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD  

BELONGINGS, AMBULANCE  
& INSURANCE  
Private property brought to school by students, staff or 

visitors is not insured and the Department of Education 

does not accept any responsibility for any loss or 

damage.  

Parents and carers are reminded that the Department of 

Education does not provide personal accident insurance 

or ambulance cover for students. Parents and carers of 

students who do not have student accident insurance/

ambulance cover are responsible for paying the cost of 

medical treatment for injured students, including the 

cost of ambulance attendance/transport and any other 

transport costs.  

STAY CONNECTED  
The Sentral Parent Portal is the primary method for 

home-school communications at The Lakes. 

We are excited to say that most families have access 

to the Parent Portal. The portal allows students and 

parents\carers to keep up to date with important 

information and communication. This includes student 

academic reports, parent-teacher interview bookings 

and permission for students to attend camps, sport  and 

excursions. 

The Student and Parent 

Portal can be accessed at 

school, from home and from 

mobile devices.  

If you are experiencing any 

issues with Sentral, please 

contact either office to  

assist you. Sentral Portal 

ATTENDANCE - EVERY 
DAY COUNTS  

If you are aware that your child  will not be 

attending school due to illness or other 

circumstances, please ensure that you contact 

either office to ensure our attendance records 

are accurate.  Ways of communicating absences 

include: 

• Placing a future Absence Request 

through  the Parent SENTRAL Portal; 

• Calling the office; 

• Sending an SMS on 0427 226 537. 

As required by the Department of Education, all 

schools must notify parents/carer informing that 

their child is absent.  Please inform the office of 

absences before 10:00 am each morning.   

STAY UP TO DATE WITH  COLLEGE EVENTS, 

ACTIVITIES AND UPDATES THROUGH OUR 

FACEBOOK PAGE. 

https://www.facebook.com/

TheLakesSouthMorangP9School 

CURRICULUM CHARGES  

We can see that many parents/carers have began  

to make financial contributions towards the 2023 

Curriculum Contributions through QKR Payments.  

The College is most appreciative of the continued 

support and commitment shown by families through 

their contributions.  

Your financial contributions are what enables our 

College to operate and deliver the best possible 

education and support for our students. With exciting 

upgrades happening throughout both campuses this 

year including new carpets, sporting facilities, fencing, 

lockers and upgrades of toilet facilities, it is important 

that we work together to provide the best facilities for 

our wonderful students. 

Thank you for your support and partnering with  

us in 2023.  



Please call Karen on 9404 900 to discuss further, if you have a service  

or upcoming event you would like to promote through our Newsletter. 

Scan the code to 

setup an account  

and select The  

Lakes South Morang 

College. Orders 

need to be in by 

9am on the day.  























To thrive, children need a safe and supportive environment at school, at home and in the 

broader community; no exceptions. At The Lakes South Morang College, we believe 

meeting the physical and emotional needs of our students is paramount in laying the 

foundations for a fulfilling future. We pledge to provide an environment that has zero 

tolerance to child abuse and will strive to work in partnership with our parents and 

community members to keep our students safe every day, in every way.  

The Lakes South Morang College Child Safety Statement  

PRIMARY CAMPUS:  Telephone: 9404 9000   275 Gordons Road South Morang 3752  

SECONDARY CAMPUS:  Telephone: 9401 3919  80 Jardier Terrace South Morang 3752  

ABN 52 938 171 499   PO Box 207 South Morang 3752   lakes.south.morang.co@education.vic.gov.au  

We are always looking to 

build new or foster current 

connections within our 

community!  

 

Please call Karen on 9404 900 to 

discuss further, if you have a service or 

upcoming event you would like to 

promote through our Newsletter. 


