
PRINCIPAL ’S REPORT 

· Prep Responsible Pet Ownership 

· Year 3 Initiative Games and Activity Day 

· Year 2 Community walk 

· Year 4 creating new and exciting learning spaces 

· Promotion of the Premiers Reading Challenge by 
Danielle Green 

· Attendance and involvement in the Musical Futures 
program 

· Whole School Swimming Carnival 

· Curriculum planning sessions across P - 9 
 
 

You will have noticed the ongoing developments around the 
grounds on both campuses and many thanks goes to Kane 
our hardworking gardener / maintenance man and to Phil 
and his team for their creative ideas and amazing 
transformations. The sandpit on the Middle Years campus 
has been nothing short of a hit and it has been great to see 
so many various ages of students enjoying the new feature. 
I guess we are never too old to sculpt, create and play! I am 
hoping that all of our students, families and local community 
members keep an eye out for our school over the two weeks 
break as it will be important that our students return to the 
same clean and inviting environment. We should all take 
pride in our school, so every watchful eye will help. 
 

On behalf of the Principal team, I would like to wish 
everyone a safe and happy term break. If you celebrate 
Easter, I hope the bunny is kind ! Please take the time to 
enjoy your family and find some time to try something new. 
An unexpected day out, or visiting a relative can be just the 
boost we need sometimes and these are often the 
memories we look back on with a smile. I will myself be 
spending lots of time as a mum watching football and 
basketball games. These are the joys. 
 

Cheers 
Chris  

I find it hard to believe we have reached the end of Term 1 
and that we are now one quarter of the way through this 
year. Student progress is being monitored, teaching and 
learning programs are firmly in place and goals and targets 
are being set for the next term. I wonder how many 
students have been monitoring their personal goals? 
Hopefully during our Mid Year 3-way student led 
conference there will be many highlights to celebrate. Staff 
have worked incredibly hard this term and have managed 
to engage and enthuse their students with thoughtful and 
relevant curriculum programs. I thank them for their 
commitment and dedication to their students and to The 
Lakes community. We are extremely lucky to have the 
calibre of staff that we have this year. 
 

Throughout this term there have been a number of events 
and activities, as you read below you will begin to 
understand why staff have become a little more tired by the 
end of this term. For every event a great deal of planning 
and preparation is involved. Here are just a few: 
· Year 7 Surf Camp @ Philip Island 

· Prep Entry Interviews 

· School Photos 

· Year 7, 8 & 9 Cricket and Volleyball tournaments 

· Year 5, 6 Interschool Sport 

· School Council election process 

· Film crew from Innovations and Next Best Practise 
Division 

· Visits across both Campuses – featuring dance 
drama and percussion performances 

· Year 1 Excursion to the Aquarium 

· Year 8 Excursion to the SES @ Hawkstowe Park 

· Year 9 developing their Community Learning 
Projects 

· Attendance at the Student Inspiration Leadership 
Day 

MIDDLE YEARS CAMPUS  

April 
20th Wed Year  9BD - Around the World –  
  Multicultural Smorgasbord   
28th Wed Year 9BD - In the Bakery – High Tea 
  Year 9  �  Year 10 - Transition Expo 
29th Thurs Year 8 - Melbourne State Library  
  Excursion 
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WHOLE SCHOOL  

April 
12th Monday  Beginning of Term 2 
18th Tuesday School Council Meeting 
26th Monday  ANZAC Day - Public Holiday 

EARLY  YEARS CAMPUS  

April 
15th Thurs Year 3 - Excursion to Science Works 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW SCHOOL COUNCIL FOR 2010 
 School Council President : Adrian Backx  
 School Council Vice President: Belinda Hooper 
 School Council Treasurer  Warren Tofts 
SUB COMMITTEES FOR 2010 
 Finance 
Convenor: Warren Tofts 
Members: Kerrie Heenan, Marion Small, Leonie Sorrentino, Darrel Warren 
 Education 
Convenor: Chris Beare 
Members: Leanne Britcliffe, Karen Butterworth, Belinda Pattison 
 Buildings & Grounds 
Convenor: Bill Panas 
Members: Adrian Backx, Mark White 
 Fundraising 
Convenor: to be decided 
Members: Karen Butterworth, Silvana Ceravolo, Belinda Hooper, Belinda Pattison, Adrian Backx, Darrel Warren 
Due to their absence Kate Adams, Ryden Coleman, Vicky Leary & Sarah Potter have not chosen their individual committee 
membership yet. 
Sub Committee meetings will be held in Week 1 of each month.  School Council meetings will be held in Week 3 of each month. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Year 3 & 4 Netbook Program 
Year 3 & 4 parents to pay $50 per term for three 
terms, as terms 1 is a short term, plus $50 for the 
annual insurance.  The computer / student ratio is 

1:1 with students having exclusive use of their own laptop.  
Non-participants will have shared access in the classroom.  
Year 3 parents’ response has been excellent.  Year 4 parents’ 
response has not been as strong.  
Grant for I Touch 
$3000 grant will be used to purchase I-Touch for 8 students 
and arrange associated teacher professional development for 
such use. This will engage Year 7 boys in literacy, and be 
recorded through the Action Research Project. 
Student Inspiration Day Think Tank 
Two students together with 2 staff members will participate in 
the Student Inspiration Day Think Tank with Professor 
Stephen Hemphall. 
Staffing  
As a result of the student / teacher ratio being so low and the 
team teaching practices in place, when a teacher absence 
occurs of a short term nature, the members of that teacher’s 
team will cover the classes.  It is not possible to cover the cost 
of both casual relief teachers for such absences and have the 
monies allocated in an increased teaching staff.  All absences 
of a longer time span will be covered by a casual relief 
teacher.  
Year 9 Notebook Program 
There will be a new Year 9 Notebook program, that is funded 
from a Commonwealth Government grant.  A Notebook will be 
offered to each Year 9 student for use this year. This will 
require a $200 bond for insurance to be paid by the parents.  
The bond will be returned at the end of the year, upon return 
of the notebook. 

FUNDRAISING SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 
The Bunnings sausage sizzle raised $800 after 
costs.  This may have been more if our day had 
been a ‘Sunday’ instead of Saturday.  Parent 
help is still an issue and increased assistance at 
future events would be gratefully received. 

EDUCATION SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 

There are 19 policies due for review in 2010.  These 
will be displayed at both campuses.  The Triennial 
Review will be required to be completed in August this 
year.  School data, parent forums, and 

recommendations, including relevance of the increased 
enrolment will be taken into consideration when forming goals 
and target in our new Strategic Plan. 

FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 
Monies received, investments and cash flow 
discussed.  Fee collection is currently at 72% and is 
anticipated to reach 90%.   
School Council acknowledges the fantastic efforts by 

parents in this community to support their children’s education.  
We appreciate the fact that your children are being equipped 
for their education by you in these economic times. 
School Council acknowledges the community support the Year 
3 & Year 4 Netbook program and the upcoming Year 9 
Notebook program 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 

Drinking trough lowered at EY.  Shelving for the 
cleaners’ cupboard completed.  Plumbers & 
electricians have repaired the builders defect faults.  

Completion of the sandpit near the Year 4 pod and more turf 
will be laid at MY.  Year 4 groups have moved to Art block and 
creative a positive learning environment.  This has allowed 
more space for the Year 5 & 6 students.  The Media & Art 
studies have move to the Technology building for classes.  
Balls removed from gym ceiling and roof at both campuses.  
Damaged ceiling tiles replaced throughout school.  
Whiteboards and pinboards fixed to walls around school.  The 
advent of the new gardener and our new cleaners has both 
campuses looking at their best.  IT support has been increased 
to support the new laptop programs.  Due to the development 
of our resources, the school has been able to offer our facilities 
to be the host school for the recent volleyball competition.  We 
have new flags on display in the grounds.  The Voucher won in 
the Gardens Award competition, has been used to create an 
ANZAC garden around the flagpole at EY.   

GENERAL BUSINESS 
Canteen Lunches 
A comment was raised that the lunches at EY are not as healthy as they could be.  A change to the menu could be discussed at the Monday 
parent forums at EY campus. 
Mothers’ Day Stall 
The Mothers Day Stall will operate at the EY campus for all Prep to Year 4 students to purchase a gift.  The pre-payment system used for the 
Father’s Day stall last year was very effective and will be used again this year.  The Year 4 students will be walked down for EY for their visit to 
the stall. Page –2- 



Internet Safety  

It is crucial that parents, carers and teachers are aware of the online applications which young people are using and learn how 
they operate.Understanding the possibilities that exist for young people to not only come across offensive content, but to create it 
themselves, will assist parents in guiding the young people in their care to use technology appropriately. 
You need to talk to your children about thinking before they post anything online. Considering the impact of their posts on others, 
as well as how it might affect them personally in the future, is an essential step before clicking the send button. 
The majority of young people, and internet users in general, will use these applications responsibly. Unfortunately, some users 
will behave inappropriately and it is important to learn how to minimise the impact of their actions on your child. 
From the website: www.thinkuknow.org.au 

Removing Offensive Material on Facebook  
Facebook profiles can best be protected from offensive content by ensuring that they are set to private, and that you only add 
people you actually know offline as your online friends. For more information about safety on Facebook, please visit: Facebook 
Safety Page. 
 

If one of your friends posts something inappropriate, you can delete the comment by clicking on Remove next to their wall post or 
Delete next to their comment. 
 

If one of your friends repeatedly posts offensive content, you can block them from communicating with you. This can be done by 
going to their Profile and clicking Report/Block this Person under their information on the lefthand side. Selecting this option 
will bring up a new window where you can choose to simply block communications from the person or to report them for offensive 
behaviour. 
 

When you create a Facebook group, you can control who has access to the group with three different levels of access: 
· An Open group can be viewed and joined by everyone on Facebook or the specific network which it is tied to. 
· A Closed group allows all users to view limited information but cannot access all content unless they are a member. 
Administrators of the group must approve membership requests and this allows better control over the group. 
· A Secret group is one which is not visible or searchable and membership is by invitation only. 
 

To change these access levels, group administrators can select the Edit Group option underneath the group profile picture. 
If a user posts something inappropriate on a group you administer, you can delete the comment by clicking on Remove next to 
their wall post or Delete next to their comment. 
You can also block users from a group you administer who repeatedly post offensive content. On the group page, select the Edit 
Members option and click on Blocked . Select the Block People link, type the name of the person you wish to block and click 
Find . Select the person you wish to block and click Block . 
 

If you come across a Facebook group which you find offensive, or you think violates Facebook�s Terms of Use, you can report it 
by selecting the Report Group option on the bottom left-hand side of the group�s page. 

                          The Lakes Musical  

In 2007 we staged the production – From Little Things Big Things Grow – directed by Kate Mildenhall, In 2008  
it was – Wakikirri and JRock  - directed by Renee Short, 2009  saw the play – Juliet and Romeo Directed by 
Steph Cvetkovski and in 2010 –  A musical - The Lake - A feathered Tale of Deception and dance Written by 
Kate Mildenhall and Steph Cvetkovski, Music by Marc Heenan.  
 

The School Production is for everyone. There are lead roles, minor roles, singers, dancers and musicians!! Backstage, costumes, 
make-up and sets. You can help with building the stage, making costumes, constructing sets, finding props or making them. We 
need everyone's support, in anyway possible. Parents we need you assistance too. Sign up @ the general office. 
It starts with anywhere from 35-80 students in the audition days and within 15 weeks from the first rehearsal we produce what 
can sometimes be called a miraculous accident, but it does showcase the schools talent. 
 

Audition sign up sheets are posted in the Performing Arts foyer for actors, dancers, musicians and singers. Back stage crew 
sheets are also posted so sign up now for auditions to commence the first week of Term 2.  Auditions in many cases will occur 
after school so please check and make appropriate arrangements for transport home. The show will run September 2nd and 3rd @ 
the Parade College Theatre and tickets will be $15.00 - Stay tuned for ticket release in Term 3. 

Quarry Hills / Granite Hills Park Controlled Burn  

Whittlesea City Council field staff will be conducting a controlled burn in areas of the Quarry Hills park above the Mill Park Lakes 
estate throughout March - May 2010. These burning activities are part of the ongoing management of the parklands to promote 
local biodiversity, assist in weed control, reduce fuel loads and risk of wildfire in your area. 
Burning operations will occur on days where weather conditions are cool and still as to minimise risk and inconvenience to 
residents. If you require further information, please contact Martin Roberts, Bushland Works Officer on 9401 0524 

Year 9 Transition Expo  

All Year 9 students and families are invited to attend the Year 9 Transition Expo. This expo will showcase many of the local 
secondary schools senior programs that will be on offer to our students when they leave The Lakes in 2011.  

The expo will allow for presentations from the local secondary schools, as well as provide you with an opportunity to discuss 
the education opportunities available at each of the presenting schools. It is strongly advised that all Year 9 students and their 
families attend, as this expo will assist in school and subject selection for 2011. 
 When: Wednesday 28th April  Where: Year 9 Pod  Time: 6:15-8:00pm 
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For a complimentary market appraisal of your 
property’s value please contact: 
Kaan Ristic on 9436 0888.  

Shop 36, The Stables Shopping Centre, Mill Park 
www.millpark.harcourts.com.au  

 
 

Proudly sponsoring The Lakes Schools. 
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Massive savings on…                                  
Treadmills 
Cross Trainers 
Exercise Bikes 
Home Gyms 
Weights, Bars, 
Dumbells 
Boxing Gear 
Receive a FREE bike with every treadmill 
(offer valid until the end of March 2010) 
Take it home today on our Xtreme Ezi-Pay option wit h no 
interest ever   * Conditions apply. See in store for  drtails 
Xtreme Fitness Australia Pty Ltd 
63 Miller Street, Epping, VIC, 3076 
Melways Ref. 181 K11 (just up from Leisure City) 
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MUSIC�
AWARDS�

Prep:    Jye Pattison 
Year 1: Ivona Kostovska 
Year 2: Jacinta Dimitrijeska 
Year 3: Mia Guest 

PE�
AWARDS�

Prep:    Alexis Coall & Joseph Alleva 
Year 1: Braidan Giampaolo & Nadia Tolevski 
Year 2: Ashton Sturrock 
Year 3: Veasna Soeu 

YEAR 
LEVEL 

 

RESPECT 
 

HONESTY 
 

PERSONAL  BEST 
 

BELONGING 
LEARNER OF THE 

WEEK 

PREP Hunter  
Somerville 

Joel  
Bristow 

Tenisha  
Tasev 

Samira 
Noureddine 

George 
Giamouloglou 

2 Naomi  
Terpou 

Callum  
Brown  

Tharshika 
Srikamalanathan 

Molly  
Roderick 

Victoria  
Vella 

3 Amilia  
Stojkovska 

Matthew  
Volpe 

Haylee  
Buzzini 

Selma  
Hagi-Ali 

Sabrina  
Del Pizzo 

4     !  

6 Mathew 
Ceravolo 

Joshua 
Varghese 

Monica  
Sulejman 

Tahlia 
Wallison 

Ashleigh 
Haimona 

 
Congratulations to all Year 4 students for a great transition to the Middle Years Campus!  
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